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THE   WINTER'S   WORK. 

( Continued from  page   5. ) 

As a worker in the great vineyard, and 
a member of the Brethren ministry, I be- 
lieve I belong to the busy ones. While 
my labors have not been so mightily bless- 
ed as those of others, I yet find abundant 
reason for thankfulness to Him from 
whom all good proceeds, for He has been 
in our midst, and souls have come to 
Him. We all rejoice at the wondrous 
success which has been enjoyed in various 
parts of our brotherhood. God has sure- 
ly used Brethren Yoder and. Fox, and 
others, to his glory. Let the good work 
goon, and the glad tidings of redeeming 
love, be proclaimed more and more until 
not one soul be left unsaved. 

I began my winter revival work at W.. 
Alexandria, and by the prayers of the 
brethren and sisters, God gave it success. 
Eleven souls were made willing to accept 
the Savior. These, with five who had 
come just before the meeting began, con- 
stitute the immediate harvest gathered. 
This congregation has grown in numbers 
and in spiritual strength, and God's smiles 
have been upon it. The Sunday school is 
in charge of brother 1) R. Wampler who 
has been a faithful and efficient superin- 
tendent there for several years. Every 
one in such a position has much to con- 
tend with, but God in whose service he is 
employed never loses sight of His faithful 
helper. The S. S. C. E. has not only 
continued to live, but has grown in the 
spirit of the Master. Sister Julia Loman, 
its president, is surely the right woman in 
the right place. May God send us many 
more like her, for they are sadly needed 
in this world, and will be appreciated 
whenever, and wherever they may be 
found. 

My next meeting was here at home in 
the Winchester congregation, and again 
eleven souls made the saving confession. 
One has come since, and others are not 
far from the kingdom. Here too, the 
Lord has been good to us and we live and 
"strive to grow up into him which is our 
head, even Christ." I feel sure we have 
not wholly failed in this. 'Here the Sun- 
day-school is in charge of brother E. H. 
Morris, who has proved himself a true 
friend to its interests. It is well attended 
and well presided over, and conducted. 
God is blessing those who work in its de- 
partments, and is making them a blesing 
to others. Eternal crowns are the reward 
of the faithful and those who endure. Our 
K. C. does not make much noise in the 
world, but it lives. Brother L. R. Zim- 
merman has chaige of it. The S. S. C. 
E. in this congregation is very much alive. 
Sister Shively is still its president, and 

with a corps of faithful helpers, has toiled 
and prayed and succeeded. The sisters 
are determined to beautify our place of 
worship, and if you just wait a few weeks 
before coming, you will find new paper, 
new lamps, and still later new carpet in 
the church. Who says our devoted sis- 
ters cannot help ? Of one thing I am 
sure—these improvements would have 
been a long time in coming if our sisters 
had not taken the matter in hand. Man 
can only see results ; it-is God who sees the 
toil and hears the prayers by which the 
results have been made possible, and it is 
God's word which says, "The heart reap- 
eth, receiveth wages ;" and God is true 

Farmersville came next in the list of re- 
vivals. Four accepted Jesus as their Sav- 
ior, and his word as their guide. This 
place is one of the most difficult fields I 
have yet .labored in. Many people do 
not want the truth, and many will not 
hear nor receive it. If we could give them 
a Bible with neither baptism nor feet- 
washing, they would be willing to think 
about it, at least. I have been told by 
prominent men there, that if we would ex- 
punge John 13th chapter, our little church 
would speedily become the most popular 
in the village, and that would mean much, 
for it has large congregations. I have in- 
variably told them that we are not re- 
sponsible for that feet-washing chapter 
being in the Bible, and we have only to 
accept and obey it. Can It be possible, 
that men should be willing, for the sake 
of popularizing a church, to willfully ig- 
nore a part of God's word ? I am glad 
that th; Brethren church accepts it all, 
preaches it all and keeps it all. May she 
persevere in her adherence to it, until she 
meets it in judgment and is commended 
for her faithfulness at that great tribunal. 
And the little band at Farmersville is of 
the persevering kind. Its hand is put to 
the plow, and it will not look back. 

So endeth my third year's work in this 
field. There are yet bad men and women 
in the world, and there are even some of 
them in the church, but the work goes on, 
retarded it may be, but to victory at last. 
With this consoling assurance (Luke 12 : 
32,) I begin my fourth year's service as 
pastor of these congregations, still "de- 
termined to know nothing among (them) 
save Jesus Christ, and him crucified," 
believing that in Him and His word, there 
is a panacea for all human ills, either so- 
cial, spiritual or physical. Yours for the 
Gospel and its Christ. 

MARTIN SHIVELY. 

Gratis, Ohio. 

Church  News. 

FROM TROY, 0. 

Our revival has closed with good suc- 
cess. Six anxious souls came out on the 
Lord's side, and no doubt some more will 
come shortly. The meeting closed with a 
communion, and Oh, what a feast we 
had. The Troy church is in good work- 
ing order, and we believe a bright future 
is before it. Our elder, Brother Thomp- 
son is still sick, not able to attend ser- 
vices. Although very feeble, he came 
out at the close of our meeting and took 
his place around the Lord's table. Oh, 
how we all rejoiced to see our elder take 
communion. May God bless him and 
his afflicted companion, our dear sister in 
Christ, and we pray the good Lord to 
spare them both so their Christian influ- 
ence may be seen and felt in the future as 
it has been in the past. Our Brethren 
are holding cottage prayer meeting, two 
and three every week, and are doing much 
good, and to them we give much credit 
for the success of our meeting, and they 
are doing a good work. And I want to 
say, work on brethren, be faithful, and a 
glorious reward will be yours, a crown 
that will never fade. Reader, pray for 
the Troy church, and our elder and his 
dear companion. 

SIMON MIKESELL. 

"It is a good thing for young ministers 
to learn from great preachers, but a bad 
thing to imitate them." 

FROM DAYTON, VA. 

We returned yesterday from a three 
week's trip to Craig Co. Rough weather 
and sickness in the community retarded 
our meetings considerably. Two were 
baptized at Ripley Mills, also two at 
Looney, where we had no members up to 
this time. Our doctrine is new at Loon 
ey, but it has made deep impressions up- 
on the hearts of the people, and many 
are almost persuaded. Our prospects are 
very flattering here. There were six oth- 
er conversions at the meeting but do not 
unite with us. We used a great many 
tracts in this new field .and to good ad- 
vantage. It behooves some of our wealth- 
ier brethren to bestow a portion of their 
goods to this important work so that we 
can have a greater variety of doctrinal 
tracts. 

March 20. J. S. BOWMAN. 

FROM WAYNESVTLLE, MO. 

The cause is still making some progress 
here. Since our last report one has been 
received by baptism. At our church 
meeting, February 15, brother Thomas 
Smith was elected deacon, and the writer 
was elected minister. We now number 
29. Fraternally, 

H. P. METCALF. 


